
KARGIL, JULY 25:
Ladakh LG Kavinder Gupta
today interacted with various
public delegations at Bodh
Kharbu, Mulbekh, Shargole
and Pashkum on his maiden
visit to Kargil, took assess-
ment of development activi-
ties while vowing to work for
comprehensive develop-
ment of the Union Terri-

tory.
He was accorded a warm

welcome at Bodh Kharbu by

Chairman/CEC of LAHDC
Kargil, Dr Mohammad Jaf

Ladakh LG vows to work for 
comprehensive development of UT
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In a landmine blast that
took place today near the
Line of Control in Krishna
Ghati area of Poonch dis-
trict of Jammu, a jawan
lost his life while two oth-

ers, including a Junior
Commissioned Officer, sur-
vived with critical injuries. 

LG Manoj Sinha ex-
pressed grief over the inci-
dent while paying tributes
to the martyred soldier.

Officials said troops were
on routine area domination 

Landmine explodes; Agniveer
loses life, JCO among 2 injured

NEW DELHI, JULY
25: The motion to remove
Justice Yashwant Varma,
who is embroiled in a sus-
pected graft case, will be
taken up in Lok Sabha, Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju announced on
Friday, stating that it was
agreed by all parties to
move unitedly in action
against alleged corruption
in judiciary.

Official sources said the
opposition-sponsored no-
tice for a similar motion in
Rajya Sabha was not ad-
mitted, paving the way for
the Lower House to initiate
the exercise.

Speaker Om Birla is ex-
pected to announce the
three-member enquiry
committee to probe the
charge against the Alla-
habad High Court judge.

"We shouldn't remain in

any doubt, proceedings to
remove Justice Yashwant
Varma will begin in the Lok
Sabha," Rijiju said.

According to the Judges
(Inquiry) Act, the proceed-
ings will move to Rajya
Sabha after they are over in
Lok Sabha.

Over 150 MPs of the rul-
ing alliance as well the Op-
position had signed the no-
tice in Lok Sabha.

"All political parties have
agreed that the removal of
Justice Verma has to be a
joint call. There should be
no issue with regards to in
which House it has to be

moved. Once stakeholders
have agreed that the mo-
tion will be moved in Lok
Sabha and concurred in
Rajya Sabha, as per rule,
we should not remain un-
der any doubt that pro-
ceedings to remove Justice
Varma will begin," the
Union Minister told the
press.

He did not provide fur-
ther details on the proceed-
ings as the matter "is a
property of the House".

Amid hectic parleys in-
volving senior ministers
and the two Houses of Par-
liament, sources said Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla
was likely to announce the
formation of an inquiry
committee to probe the
ground of charges against
Justice Varma.

Sources said the notice 

Motion to remove Justice 
Varma to begin in LS: Rijiju

MALE, JUL 25:
Marking a major turn-
around in ties after a
spell of unease, espe-
cially after 'India Out'
row, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today
held wide-ranging
talks with Maldivian
President Mohamed
Muizzu, focusing on
consolidating cooper-
ation in areas of trade,
defence and infra-
structure.

Modi landed in Male this
morning to a warm wel-
come with Muizzu and a
number of top ministers of
his government receiving
the prime minister at the
Velena international air-
port, reflecting the impor-
tance Male attached to the
trip.

Hours later, Modi was

accorded a colourful cere-
monial welcome and a
guard of honour at the
iconic Republic Square.

"Deeply touched by the
gesture of President
Muizzu to come to the air-
port to welcome me. I am
confident that India-Mal-
dives friendship will scale
new heights of progress in
the times to come," Modi

said in a social media post.
The two leaders held a

one-on-one meeting be-
fore settling down for dele-
gation-level talks.

Modi's two-day trip to
the island nation, which
comes immediately after
his landmark visit to the
UK, holds strategic signifi-
cance as Muizzu had come
to power in 2023 on an 'In-

dia Out' poll campaign.
India is expected to ex-

tend a line of credit worth
$565 million to the Mal-
dives, and talks on a Free
Trade Agreement are ex-
pected to formally begin.

Modi will also remotely
inaugurate the expansion
of an international airport
on the island of Hanimad-
hoo, which India is helping
to finance.

On Saturday, he will at-
tend celebrations of Mal-
dives' 60th anniversary of
independence from
Britain.

Relations between the
two countries soured soon
after Muizzu took office
with a pledge to end the
Maldives' 'India first' pol-
icy, and upgraded ties with
China.

Modi meets Muizzu in reset 
of ties after 'India Out' row

Lt Gen Rajiv Ghai,
deputy Chief of Army Staff
(strategy) and Director
General Military Opera-
tions (DGMO) today dis-
cussed the prevailing secu

Modi breaks Indira Gandhi's record to 
become 2nd-longest serving PM of India
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Sinha pays tributes to martyr

Talks on FTA expected to formally begin
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The Jammu & Kashmir
Bank today announced a
16.7 pc year-on-year (YoY)
increase in net profit for
the first quarter of the cur-
rent financial year 

J&K Bank reports
17 pc YoY rise 
in Q1 profit to 
Rs 484.84 cr

DGMO discusses
J&K situation

with LG

Two police cops of the
district special branch were
today placed under suspen-
sion over the killing of a
youth in Sure Chak area
yesterday.

A Special Investigation
Team (SIT) headed by a
DSP-ranked officer was
also constituted to probe
into the allegations of the
family members of the 

2 cops suspended
over youth’s 

‘killing’

The ACB has arrested a
patwari for allegedly ac-
cepting a bribe of Rs
40,000.

The ACB received a com-
plaint which alleged that
the complainant wanted to
register his name on ances

ACB arrests patwari
for accepting 

Rs 40,000 bribe
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Is Kiara Advani the daughter of Colonel Luthra in
War 2? Eagle-eyed fans connect the dots in trailer P- 10
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